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2021-2025 Principal Investigator (with Punam Ohri-Vachaspati), “The Impact of Covid-

19 Related School Closures on Children's Weight Status,” funded by National 

Institute of Child Health and Development (NIH/NICHD), R01 HD104708-

01; $3,927,642. 

 

2017-2022 Principal Investigator (with Punam Ohri-Vachaspati), “Examining Obesity 
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Prior Grants 

 

2016-2020 Principal Investigator, “Support for Promoting a Culture of Health in New 

Jersey Communities,” funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation; 
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2014-2016 Co-Investigator (Cantor, PI), “Evaluation of AF4Q Super User Projects,” 
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$3,600,000 
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funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, $739,919 
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Response to the World Trade Center Disaster of September 11, 2001,” funded 
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Changing Health Care Environment," National Institute of Mental Health, 

Center for the Study of Issues in Public Mental Health 

  

 1997-2001 Principal Investigator (with Betsy MacGregor, M.D.), "Learning from Dying 
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Health Care (Pew Charitable Trusts) 
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Behavior," funded by the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, DHHS 
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Abnormal Mammograms among Black Women," National Cancer Institute, 
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Medical Colleges 
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                             Interviews with 22 Deans," Association of American Medical Colleges  
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at Beth Israel Medical Center," Nathan Cummings Foundation 

 

 1995-1997 Principal Investigator (with Mack Lipkin), "Interest among Sub-specialists in 
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 1994-1995 Principal Investigator, "Readiness for Managed Care at the VA," funded by the 

Department of Veterans Affairs, Health Services Research and Development 

Service 

 

 1994-1998 Study Section Member, review of research grant applications to the Agency 

for Health Care Policy and Research (DHHS) 

 

 1991-1993 Principal Investigator, "Determinants of House Officers' Responses to AIDS," 

funded by the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, DHHS (RO1 

HS06539-01) 
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   and Services Administration (U.S. Public Health Service) 

 

1988-1990 Principal Investigator, "The Impact of the AIDS Epidemic on Graduate 

   Medical Education," funded by a grant from the Josiah Macy Foundation 

 

1985-1988 Principal Investigator, "The Social Context of Clinical Decision-making:  A 

Study of Hospital Patient Care for Ischemic Heart Disease," funded by grants 

from the United Hospital Fund, Long Island Jewish Medical Center 

 

 1975-1976 Research Director, "Health Services Utilization by Children Handicapped at 

Birth," funded by the Maternal and Child Health Service, U.S. DHEW   

     

 1972-1975 Principal Investigator, "Social and Political Factors Affecting Delivery of 

Primary Health Care," funded by the National Center for Health Services 

Research, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare    

 

1971-1972 Research Associate, Department of Medicine, Beth Israel Hospital, Harvard 

University, Boston; Evaluator of the Ambulatory Care Project; funded by the 

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare  

  

 1970-71 Co-investigator, "Delivery of Health Services to Medicaid Patients in Two 

Systems of Care," funded by Social and Rehabilitation Service, DHEW 
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PUBLICATIONS: 

 

A. Book: 

 

 MJ Yedidia.  Delivering Primary Health Care -- Nurse Practitioners at Work, Boston:  

Auburn House, 1981. 

 

B. Articles in Refereed Journals: 

 

Martinelli, S.; Acciai, F.; Yedidia, M.J.; Ohri-Vachaspati, P. “Do Parental Perceptions of the 

Nutritional Quality of School Meals Reflect the Food Environment in Public Schools?” 

International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 2021. 18, 10764. 

https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph182010764. 

 

Deweese RS, Acciai F, Tulloch D, Lloyd K, Yedidia MJ, Ohri-Vachaspati P. “Active 

Commuting to School: A longitudinal Analysis Examining Persistence of /behavior Over 

Time”, Preventive Medicine Reports (accepted January 2022). 

 

DeLia D, Yedidia MJ. “The Policy and Practice Legacy of the New Jersey Medicaid ACO 

Demonstration Project,” Journal of Ambulatory Care Management 43:1(2020), pp. 2-10. 

 

Ohri-Vachaspati P, Acciai F, Lloyd K, Tulloch D, DeWeese RS, DeLia D, Todd M, Yedidia 

MJ.  “Evidence That Changes in Community Food Environments Lead to Changes in 

Children’s Weight: Results from a Longitudinal Prospective Cohort Study,” Journal of the 

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics (2020). 

 

Steeves S, Acciai F, Tasevska N, DeWeese RS, Yedidia MJ, Ohri-Vachaspati P. “The 

Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children Spillover Effect: 

Do Siblings Reap the Benefits?  Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

120(August 2020):1288-1284. 

 

Martinelli S, Acciai F, Au LE, Yedidia MJ, Ohri-Vachaspati P. Parental Perceptions of the 

Nutritional Quality of School Meals and Student Meal Participation: Before and After the 

Healthy Hunger-Free Kids Act. Journal of Nutrition Education and Behavior 52(2020):1018-

1025. 

 

Dighe S, Lloyd K, Acciai F, Martinelli S, Yedidia MJ, Ohri-Vachaspati P. Healthier School 

Food and Physical Activity Environments are Associated with Lower Student Body Mass 

Index. Preventive Medicine Reports 19(May, 2020).  
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Ohri-Vachaspati P, Deweese RS, Acciai F, DeLia D, Tulloch D, Tong D, Lorts C, Yedidia 

MJ. “Healthy Food Access in Low-Income High-Minority Communities: A Longitudinal 

Assessment—2009-2017,” International Journal of Environmental Research and Public 

Health (2019), 16(13):2354. 

 

Yedidia MJ.  “Competencies for engaging high-needs patients in primary care,” Healthcare, 

6(2018), pp. 122-127. 

 

Acciai F, Yedidia MJ, Martinelli S, DeWeese R, Ohri-Vachaspati P. “School Food and 

Physical Activity Environment: A Longitudinal Analysis of four School Districts in New 

Jersey,” Journal of Adolescent Health, 65:2(2019), pp. 216-223. 

 

Ohri-Vachaspati P, Acciai F , DeLia D , Lloyd K , Yedidia MJ.  “Accuracy of Parent-

Measured and Parent-Estimated Heights and Weights in Determining Child Weight Status,” 

JAMA  Pediatrics, (2019), https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2019.1545. 

 

Lorts C, Taverska N, Adams M, Yedidia, MJ, Tulloch D, Hookes SP, Ohri-Vachaspati P. 

“Participation in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program and Dietary Behaviors:  

Role of Community Food Environment,” Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

119:6(2019) pp. 934-943. 

 

Gruner J, DeWeese RS, Lorts C, Yedidia MJ, Ohri-Vachaspati P.  “Predicted Impact of the 

Food and Drug Administration’s Menu-Labelling Regulations on Restaurants in 4 New 

Jersey Cities,” American Journal of Public Health 108(2018), pp. 234-240. 

 

Vaudrin N, Lloyd K, Yedidia MJ, Todd M, Ohri-Vachaspati P. “Impact of the 2010 US 

Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act on School Breakfast and Lunch Participation Rates Between 

2008 and 2015,” American Journal of Public Health 108(2018), pp. 84-86. 

 

Yedidia, MJ.  “Evidence for Improving Preparation, Recruitment and Retention of Nurse 

Faculty:  Findings from EIN-Funded Studies” (guest editor of special issue), Journal of 

Professional Nursing 32(May/June, 2016), pp. 159-160. 

 

Yedidia MJ, Chou J, Brownlee S, Flynn L, Tanner CA. “The association of faculty 

perceptions of work-life with emotional exhaustion and intent to leave academic nursing: a 

report on a national survey of nurse faculty,” Journal of Nursing Education 53(2014), pp. 

569-579. 

 

DeWeese R, Ohri-Vachaspati P,Han SY, Adams M, Kurka J, Yedidia MJ,. Patterns of food 

and physical activity environments related to children’s food and activity behaviors: A latent 

class analysis,” Health and Place 49(2018), pp. 19-29. 
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Tasevska N, Ohri-Vachaspati P, Delia D, Lorts D, Yedidia MJ.  "Determinants of sugar 

sweetened beverage consumption among low-income children: Are there differences by 

race/ethnicity, age, and gender?" Journal of the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics 

117(2017), pp. 1900-1920. 

 

Ohri-Vachaspati P, Delia D, DeWeese R, Crespo NC, Todd M, Yedidia MJ.  “The relative 

contribution of layers of the social ecological model to childhood obesity,” Public Health 

Nutrition 18(2015), pp. 2055-2066. 

 

DeWeese RS, Todd M, Karpryn A, Yedidia MJ, Kennedy M, Bruening M, Wharton CM, 

and Ohri-Vachaspati P.  “Short-form audit instrument for assessing corner store 

healthfulness.” American Journal of Health Promotion 32 2016),pp. 224-232. 

 

DeWeese RS, Todd M, Karpyn A, Yedidia MJ, Kennedy M, Bruening M, Wharton CM, 

Ohri-Vachaspati P. Healthy store programs and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program 

for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), but not the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP), are associated with corner store healthfulness. Preventive Medicine 

Reports. 4(2016, pp. 256-261. 

 

Yedidia MJ, “Effectiveness of Strategies Addressing the Nurse Faculty Shortage” (guest 

editor). Nursing Education Perspectives 35(September 2014), p. 279. 

 

Tang X, Ohri-Vachaspati P, Abbot JK, Aggarwal R, Tulloch DL, Lloyd K, Yedidia MJ.  

“Associations between food environment around schools and professionally measured weight 

status for middle and high school students,” Childhood Obesity 10(2014), pp. 511-517. 

 

Cantor JC, Chakravarty S, Tong J, Yedidia MJ, Lontok O, Delia D. “The New Jersey 

Medicaid ACO Demonstration Project: seeking opportunities for better care and lower costs 

among complex low-income patients,” Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law  39(2014), 

pp. 1185-1211. 

 

P. Ohri-Vachaspati P, Lloyd K, DeLia D, Yedidia MJ. “A closer examination of the 

relationship between childhood obesity and the food and physical activity environment.” 

Preventive Medicine 57(2013), pp. 162–167. 

 

DeWeese R, Yedidia MJ, Tulloch D, Ohri-Vachaspati P. Neighborhood perceptions and 

active school commuting in low-income cities. American Journal of Preventive Medicine 45 

(2013) pp. 393-400. 

 

Echeverria S, Ohri-Vachaspati P, Yedidia MJ. “The influence of parental nativity, 

neighborhood disadvantage, and the build environment on physical activity behaviors among 

Latino youth.”  Journal of. Immigrant and Minority Health (October 2013), DOI 

10.1007/s10903-013-9931-4. 
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Ohri-Vachaspati P, D Martinez, MJ Yedidia, N Petlick, “Improving Data Accuracy of 

Commercial Food Outlet Databases, Amer Journal of Health Promotion 26(2011), 116–122. 

 

Yedidia MJ, A Tiedemann, “How do Family Caregivers Describe Their Needs for Help from 

Professionals?” American Journal of Nursing 108(2008), pp. 35-37. 

 

Yedidia MJ. “Transforming Doctor-Patient Relationships to Promote Patient-Centered Care: 

Lessons from Palliative Care,” Journal of Pain and Symptom Management 33(2007), 40-57. 

Greene J, VW Rogers, MJ Yedidia. “The Impact of Implementing a Chronic Care Residency 

Training Initiative on Asthma Outcomes,” Academic Medicine 82(2007), pp. 161-167. 

 

Yedidia MJ, Gillespie CC, Bernstein CA. “Training Psychiatrists for Public Sector Care:  A 

Survey of Residency Directors on Current Priorities and Preparation,” Psychiatric Services, 

57(2006), pp. 238-243. 

 

Greene, J, Yedidia MJ. “Provider Behaviors Contributing to Patient Self-Management of 

Chronic Illness Among Underserved Populations,” Journal of Health Care for the Poor and 

Underserved, 16(2005), pp. 808-824. 

 

 Yedidia MJ, Gillespie CC, Kachur E, Schwartz MD, Ockene J, Chepaitis AE, Snyder CW, 

Lazare A, Lipkin M. "Effect of Communications Training on Medical Student Performance," 

Journal of the American Medical Association, 290(2003), pp. 1157-1165. [editorial comment, 

pp. 1210-1212.] 

 

JG Frohna, A Kalet, E Kachur, S Zabar, M Cox, R Halpern, MG Hewson, MJ Yedidia,  

BC Williams. “Assessing Residents’ Competency in Care Management:  Report of a  

Consensus Conference,” Teaching and Learning in Medicine, 16(2004), pp. 77-84. 

  

     Yedidia MJ, Greene J, Moore GT. Collaborative Interdisciplinary Team Education,” Journal 

of Interprofessional Care, 16(2002), pp. 175-176. 

 

BC William, E Kachur, JG Frohna, R Halpern, J Jensen, M Yedidia. Measuring Residents' 

Care Management Knowledge.  Academic Medicine, 77(2002), pp. S105-7. 

 

JF Kerner, M Yedidia, D Padgett, B Muth, KS Washington, M Tefft, KR Yabroff, E 

Makariou, H Freeman, JS Mandelblatt. Realizing the Promise of Breast Cancer Screening: 

Clinical Follow-up After Abnormal Screening among Black Women. Preventive Medicine, 

37(2003), pp. 92-101. 

 

Yedidia MJ, Bickel J.  “Why Aren’t There More Women as Leaders in Academic Medicine? 

The Views of Clinical Chairs,” Academic Medicine, 76(2001), pp. 453-465. 
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Yedidia MJ, MacGregor B. “Confronting the Prospect of Dying:  Reports of Terminally Ill 

Patients,” Journal of Pain and Symptom Management, 22(2001), pp, 807-819. 

 

D Padgett, MJ Yedidia, J Kerner, J Mandelblatt. “The Emotional Consequences of False 

Positive Mammography:  African-American Women’s Reactions in Their Own Words,” 

Women and Health, 33(2001), pp. 1-14. 

  

 Yedidia MJ, Gillespie CC, Moore G.  “Specific Clinical Competencies for Managing Care: 

Views of Residency Directors and Managed Care Medical Directors,” Journal of the 

American Medical Association, 284(2000), pp. 1093-1098. 

 

Yedidia MJ, Berry C. "The Impact of Residency Training on Physicians' AIDS-related 

Treatment Practices: A Longitudinal Panel Study," Academic Medicine, 74(1999), pp, 71-76. 

  

 Yedidia MJ.  "Challenges to Effective Medical School Leadership:  Perspectives of Twenty-

two Current and Former Deans," Academic Medicine, 73(1998), pp. 631-639.  

 

Yedidia MJ, Lipkin M, Schwartz M, Hirschkorn C.  "Learners as Teachers:  The Conflicting 

Roles of Medical Residents," Journal of General Internal Medicine, 10(1995), pp. 615-623. 

 

 Yedidia MJ, Berry C, Barr J.  "Changes in Physicians' Attitudes Toward AIDS During 

Residency Training:  A Longitudinal Study of Medical School Graduates," Journal of Health 

and Social Behavior, 37(June, 1996), pp. 179-191. 

  

 Yedidia MJ, Berry C.  "The Impact of Residency Training on Physicians' Outlook on AIDS: 

 A Cohort Analysis," Medical Care Research and Review, 53:2(June, 1996), pp. 207-224. 

  

 Yedidia MJ.  "Differences in Treatment of Ischemic Heart Disease at a Public and a 

Voluntary Hospital:  Sources and Consequences," Milbank Quarterly, 72(1994), pp. 299-327.  

 

Yedidia MJ, Barr J, Berry C. "Physicians' Attitudes Toward AIDS at Different Career 

Stages:  A Comparison of Internists and Surgeons," Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 

34(September, 1993), pp. 272-284. 

 

 Yedidia MJ, Lipkin M, Schwartz M, Hirschkorn C. "Doctors as Workers:  Work-hour 

Restrictions and Interns' Perceptions of Responsibility, Quality of Care, and Training," 

Journal of General Internal Medicine, 8(August, 1993), pp. 429-435. 

 

 Yedidia MJ.  "The Impact of Social Factors on the Content of Care:  Treatment of Ischemic 

Heart Disease at a Public and a Voluntary Hospital," Archives of Internal Medicine 

152(1992), pp. 595-600. 
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 Yedidia MJ, Barr J, Berry C. "The Importance of AIDS Among Factors Influencing 

Residency Program Choice," AIDS and Public Policy Journal, 7(1992), pp. 128-134. 

  

Yedidia MJ, Hanson K.  "Integrating HIV-Related Primary Care and Substance Abuse 

Treatment:  Lessons from New York State," AIDS and Public Policy Journal, 8(Fall, 1993), 

pp. 135-141. 

  

 Yedidia MJ. "Sociological Perspectives on Research on New Health Practitioners," 

Advances in Medical Social Science, 2(1984), pp. 377-397.  

 

Yedidia MJ. "The Lay-Professional Division of Knowledge in Health Care Delivery," 

Research in the Sociology of Health Care, Julius A. Roth, ed., JAI Press, I(Summer, 1980), 

pp. 355-377. 

 

C. Recent Media Coverage 

 

https://www.usnews.com/news/health-news/articles/2020-12-14/kids-weight-rises-when-

convenience-stores-open-nearby-study 

 

Remote Learning During Covid-19 Is Causing Children to Gain Weight, Doctors Warn; Wall 

Street Journal;  

February 14, 2020. https://www.wsj.com/amp/articles/remote-learning-during-covid-19-is-

causing-children-to-gain-weight-doctors-warn-11613298602 

 

Children’s Weight and the Lack of Grocery Options: What We Can Do; Healthline; 

December 9, 2020. 

https://www.healthline.com/health-news/childrens-weight-and-the-lack-of-grocery-options 

 

Kids' Weight Rises When Convenience Stores Open Nearby: Study; WebMD, December 14, 

2020; https://www.webmd.com/children/news/20201214/kids-weight-rises-when-

convenience-stores-open-nearby-study?src=RSS_PUBLIC 

 

News and commentary from the endocrinology world; Medpage Today; December 11, 2020. 

 https://www.medpagetoday.com/endocrinology/generalendocrinology/90181 

 

Proximity of Convenience Stores Enhance Odds of Child Obesity; InSync Healtlhcare 

Solutions; December 16, 2020.  

https://www.insynchcs.com/blog/proximity-of-convenience-stores-enhance-odds-of-child-

obesity 

 

Healthier school food and physical activity environments matter for childhood obesity; 

AAAS EurekAlert; July 8, 2020. 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-07/ru-hsf070820.php 
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Healthier school food and physical activity environments matter for childhood obesity: 

School food choices and number of physical activity facilities are associated with students' 

BMI." ScienceDaily. July 8, 2020. 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/07/200708133021.htm 

 

Healthier School Food and Physical Activity Affect Kids' BMI; Patch NJ; July 8, 2020. 

https://patch.com/new-jersey/newbrunswick/healthier-school-food-physical-activity-affect-

kids-bmi 

 

Radio:  Healthy school lunches result in lower BMIs, NJ-based study confirms;  KYW 

NewsRadio, 1060 AM 103.9 FM, June 13, 2020. 

https://www.radio.com/kywnewsradio/articles/news/nj-study-healthy-school-lunches-result-

in-lower-bmis 

 

Podcast: Evidence That Changes in Community Food Environments Lead to Changes in 

Children’s Weight; JAND Video Podcast; December 13, 2020. 

https://jandonline.org/pb/assets/raw/Health%20Advance/journals/jand/jand_pc_120_12.mp4 

 

 

D.  Chapter 

 

 M Yedidia. "Nurse Practitioner-Physician Collaboration in Primary Care:  Survival of an 

Innovation," in J.E. Steel (ed.), Issues in Collaborative Practice, New York:  Grune and 

Stratton, Inc., 1987. 

 

E.  Selected Reviews: 

 

 Review of The Disabled State by Deborah Stone, New England Journal of Human 

Services, VI(January, 1986), p. 38. 

 

 Review of The Physician's Assistant by Ann Suter Ford, Contemporary Sociology, 6(January, 

1977), pp. 49-50. 

 

 Review Article, Intermediate-Level Health Practitioners by Vernon Lippard and Elizabeth 

Purcell (eds.) and Training of the Nurse Practitioner:  A Clinical and Statistical Analysis by 

Doris Storms, Social Science and Medicine, 9(April/May, 1975), pp. 275-276. 

 

F.  Selected Recent Reports: 

 

Michael J. Yedidia, Derek DeLia, Oliver Lontok, Year 3 of the New Jersey Medicaid ACO 

Demonstration: Assessment of Accumulated Experience and Visions of Future Operations, 

Center for State Health Policy, 2019. 
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Michael J. Yedidia, Francesco Acciai, Kristen Lloyd, Punam Ohri-Vachaspati, The 

Prevalence of Childhood Obesity Among School Children in Newark 2008-2015. Rutgers 

Center for State Health Policy, 2018. 

 

Michael J. Yedidia, Francesco Acciai, Kristen Lloyd, Punam Ohri-Vachaspati, The 

Prevalence of Childhood Obesity Among School Children in Camden 2008-2015. Rutgers 
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